6th Grade Modern World Studies Frameworks for the Georgia Standards of Excellence in Social Studies

Social Studies 6th Grade- Unit 8
Elaborated Unit Focus

Connection to Connecting
Theme/Enduing
Understandings

This unit begins with a study of Quebec’s independence movement. The unit continues with a study of
citizen participation in Canada’s government. An analysis of Canada’s economic system will help
students understand the connection between the type of government and the economy. By the end of the
unit students will be able to explain the presence or absence of the factors of production in Canada, and
how these factors of production influence the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and
services.
• Conflict and Change: The student will understand that when there is conflict between or within
societies, change is the result.
• Gain from Trade: The student will understand that parties trade voluntarily when they expect to
gain.
• Production, Distribution, Consumption: The student will understand that the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods/services produced by the society are affected by the location,
customs, beliefs, and laws of the society.
• Governance: The student will understand that as a society increases in complexity and interacts with
other societies, the complexity of the government also increases.
SS6H2 Describe Quebec’s independence movement.
SS6CG2 Explain citizen participation in the Canadian government.
a. Explain the role of citizens in choosing the leader of Canada (parliamentary democracy).

GSE for Social Studies
(standards and elements)

SS6E4 Analyze different economic systems.
a. Compare how traditional, command, and market economies answer the economic questions of 1what to produce, 2-how to produce, and 3-for whom to produce.
b. Explain that countries have a mixed economic system located on a continuum between pure
market and pure command.
c. Describe the economic system of Canada.
SS6E6 Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Canada.
a. Evaluate how literacy rates affect the standard of living.
b. Explain the relationship between investment in human capital (education and training) and
gross domestic product (GDP per capita).
c. Explain the relationship between investment in capital goods (factories, machinery, and
technology) and gross domestic product (GDP per capita).
d. Describe the role of natural resources in a country’s economy.
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Reading Skills
L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
L6-8RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
L6-8RHSS4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps)
with other information in print and digital texts.
Connection to Literacy
Standards for Social
Standards (reading and /or
writing)

Writing Skills
L6-8WHST4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
L6-8WHST6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. (Note: This skill applies if using
technology to create infographic.)
L6-8WHST8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

L6-8WHST9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and
research.
Map and Globe Skills
Connection to Social Studies
Matrices (information
processing and/or map and
globe skills)

6. use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and
economic maps
7. use a map to explain impact of geography on historical and current events
8. draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps
10. compare maps of the same place at different points in time and from different perspectives to
determine changes, identify trends, and generalize about human activities.
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Information Processing Skills
6. identify and use primary and secondary sources
7. interpret timelines, charts, and tables
9. construct charts and tables
11 draw conclusions and make generalizations
12. analyze graphs and diagrams
17. interpret political cartoons
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Enduring Understanding
Conflict and Change

Enduring Understanding
Production, Distribution,
Consumption

Essential Questions and Related Supporting/Guiding Questions
How can conflict cause change?
1. How can a group’s beliefs cause change?
2. How can change in one region within a country cause a national change?
3. Why do relationships within a country change?

Do they have what it takes?
1. Why do people trade?
2. What influences economic growth?
3. What is necessary for a country to have a strong GDP?

Gain from Trade
Enduring Understandings
Governance

Who has the power?
1. From where does the power come?
2. How do citizen responsibilities change as governments change?
3. How does citizen satisfaction impact a government?
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Sample Instructional Activities/Assessments
1.
2.

3.
4.

To Separate or Not: That is the question!
Show the political cartoon. Appendix A
a) Lead students in a discussion of what they think the cartoon is showing.
Review with students the history of Canada focusing on the conflict between the French and the British. The website,
http://web.ncf.ca/ex591/CG/1999.html, can be used to explain how Quebec became a French province. The maps can
be used to help students as well.
Review the vocabulary words referendum, separatists and sovereign. Be sure to explain the referendum in 1980.
Setting the scene for the video clips. You may have students use a t-chart of double bubble map to note their responses.
a) Tell students that it is October 30, 1995. They are watching two accounts of the Quebec referendum and
comparing/contrasting the information obtained..
b) Show the following video clips the CBC/Radio Canada from October 30,1995 and one from the Globe, October
30, 2015.
c) CBC/Radio Canada - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64MyonHjSb4 View & discuss, jotting down the
main points in the video. Note the date of the broadcast.
d) The Globe - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=esP8lkgAFLQ View & discuss, jotting down the main points
in the video. Note the date of the broadcast. Compare/contrast the first with the 2nd.

5. Summary Strategy- Give students a choice of the following activities.
• Go back in time! It is 1995 and the election is one month away.
a) Choose a side on the issue. Create a billboard to support your side. On the back of your billboard include an
explanation of your reason.
b) Choose a side on the issue. Create a bumper sticker to support your side. On the back of your bumper sticker
include an explanation of your reason.
GSE Standards and
Elements

SS6H2 Describe Quebec’s independence movement.
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Literacy Standards

Reading Skills
L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
L6-8RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
L6-8RHSS4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.

Connection to Social
Studies Matrices
(information processing
and/or map and globe
skills)

Map and Globe Skills
NOTE: These skills apply if maps are used to show why Quebec has a French culture.
6. use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and
economic maps
7. use a map to explain impact of geography on historical and current events
8. draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps
Information Processing Skills

Enduring
Understanding(s)

6. identify and use primary and secondary sources
7. interpret timelines, charts, and tables
11 draw conclusions and make generalizations
17. interpret political cartoons
• Conflict and Change: The student will understand that when there is conflict between or within
societies, change is the result.
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http://mackaycartoons.net/tag/independence-movement/

Appendix A
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Sample Instructional Activities/Assessments
Who Has the Power?
1. Have students go to CIA World Factbook, select Canada and click on government.
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ca.html
2. Have students create an organizational chart of how Canada’s government is organized. Provide students with the outline
organizational chart and have them complete it. (Appendix B)
3. Once students have completed the diagram have them check their work. (Appendix C)
4. Discuss the chart with students by focusing on the essential question, “Who has the power?”
a. Focus on the element: a. Explain the role of citizens in choosing the leader of Canada (parliamentary democracy).
5. Complete the “tic-tac-know” summary activity for the government of Canada. (Appendix D)
SS6CG2 Explain citizen participation in the Canadian government.
GSE Standards and
a. Explain the role of citizens in choosing the leader of Canada (parliamentary democracy).
Elements
Reading Skills
Literacy Standards
L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
L6-8RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
L6-8RHSS4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.
Writing Skills
L6-8WHST9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.
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Connection to Social
Studies Matrices
(information processing
and/or map and globe
skills)

Information Processing Skills

Enduring
Understanding(s)

Governance: The student will understand that as a society increases in complexity and interacts with
other societies, the complexity of the government also increases.

6. identify and use primary and secondary sources
7. interpret timelines, charts, and tables
9. construct charts and tables
11 draw conclusions and make generalizations
12. analyze graphs and diagrams
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Constitutional Monarchy – A government in
which the king or queen is the head of state with
little real power, as limited by a constitution.

Government of Canada

•
•

Parliamentary Democracy
Federal System
Appendix B

Executive
Head of Government

Legislative
Head of State

bicameral
House of Commons

Senate

Cabinet

Federal Government
Citizens have many freedoms.
• Power divided between the central government and ten provinces
• Right to vote (18 years or older)
• Provinces can write their own laws and elect their own leaders.
• Levels of personal freedoms among highest in world
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Appendix C
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Tic-Tac-Know

Appendix D

1. Choose your tic-tac-know, 3 in a row, words. You can go horizontal, vertical or diagonal.
2. Be sure to highlight your words in your sentence.
3. Be sure to write a “super smart sentence”. This means you put details in to show the relationship or connections between the words.
For example, you wouldn’t just say, “In Canada’s government, there is a prime minister, governor general and House of Commons.” You
would write a sentence something like, “In the executive branch of Canada’s government, the Prime Minister, leader of the majority
party in the House of Commons, is the head of government, while the head of state is the governor general who represents the
monarch, Queen Elizabeth II.”

Governor General
Parliament
Head of Government
Words Used

Prime Minister
citizens
Monarch

House of Commons
Cabinet
Senate

“Super Smart” Sentence
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Sample Instructional Activities/Assessments
Infographic- Canada’s Economy
Note: The end product of this information is students creating their own infographic on Canada’s Economy. The following is a list of
sites, information and video clip to help prepare students to create their infographic. The terms in the standards/elements are a review.
The first activity is a vocabulary review which can choose to do for a review if it would benefit your students.
Vocabulary Review (Optional)
Bumper Words (Appendix E: bumper words sheet and Appendix F: Sentence Recording Sheet)
• In the first box, you will see 4 words. (Appendix E: Bumper Words Sheet)
• You need to determine 3 words that belong together and “bump” the word that does not belong.
• That “bumped” word moves to the next box.
• Once a word is bumped, it cannot be bumped again.
• When the last word is bumped it will complete a statement about the entire concept of the “bumper words”.
• LAST STEP: Write a sentence using the 3 words in the box. The sentence must explain the relationship between the words or
explain a concept. Remember it must be a “Super Smart” sentence. (Refer back to what a super smart sentence is in the previous
lesson.) (Appendix F: Sentence Recording Sheet)
Infographic – Canada’s Economy
1. Directions – Appendix G
2. Students can create their infographic using technology or create it on paper.
a. If technology is available, Canva or Piktochart are two sites that have templates to create infographics.
• https://www.canva.com
• https://piktochart.com
3. Website for information
• https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ca.html
• https://www.heritage.org/index/country/canada
NOTE: Appendix H is the text portion on the website that can help with the infographic. It is included here with a
word list and definitions for students if needed.
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GSE Standards and
Elements

SS6E4 Analyze different economic systems.
a. Compare how traditional, command, and market economies answer the economic questions of 1-what to
produce, 2-how to produce, and 3-for whom to produce.
b. Explain that countries have a mixed economic system located on a continuum between pure market and
pure command.
c. Describe the economic system of Canada.
SS6E6 Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Canada.
a) Evaluate how literacy rates affect the standard of living.
b) Explain the relationship between investment in human capital (education and training) and gross domestic product
(GDP per capita).
c) Explain the relationship between investment in capital goods (factories, machinery, and technology) and gross
domestic product (GDP per capita).
d) Describe the role of natural resources in a country’s economy.

Literacy Standards

Reading Skills
L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
L6-8RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
L6-8RHSS4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary
specific to domains related to history/social studies.
L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other
information in print and digital texts.
Writing Skills
L6-8WHST4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
L6-8WHST6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between
information and ideas clearly and efficiently. (Note: This skill applies if using technology to create infographic.)
L6-8WHST8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
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Connection to Social
Studies Matrices
(information processing
and/or map and globe
skills)

Enduring
Understanding(s)

Information Processing Skills
6. identify and use primary and secondary sources
7. interpret timelines, charts, and tables
9. construct charts and tables
11 draw conclusions and make generalizations
12. analyze graphs and diagrams

•
•

Gain from Trade: The student will understand that parties trade voluntarily when they expect to
gain.
Production, Distribution, Consumption: The student will understand that the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods/services produced by the society are affected by the
location, customs, beliefs, and laws of the society.
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Appendix E
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Appendix F
Name:________________________________________________
Word
Bumped

3 remaining
words

Super Smart Sentence with the 3 remaining words.
1.

2.

3.

4.

Final Sentence
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Directions for Infographic – Canada’s Economy

Appendix G

IMPORTANT: Be sure in your explanation you are explaining the following based on the standard and elements.
SS6E4 Analyze different economic systems.
c. Describe the economic system of Canada.
SS6E6 Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Canada.
a) Evaluate how literacy rates affect the standard of living.
b) Explain the relationship between investment in human capital (education and training) and gross domestic product (GDP per capita).
c) Explain the relationship between investment in capital goods (factories, machinery, and technology) and gross domestic product (GDP per capita).
d) Describe the role of natural resources in a country’s economy.

Requirements
1. The title of your infographic can be Canada’s Economic Profile. However, you may create your own title.
2. Using the economic freedom index score from https://www.heritage.org/index/country/canada, create a graph comparing it to the world
average. Beside the graph explain the rankings compared to the world and in North America. (NOTE: This information can be found in
the text portion of the site.)
3. GDP per capita (can be found on the CIA Worldfactbook site)
4. List the major natural resources and identify any that are used for exports.
5. Identify the literacy rate for the country. Also, create a graph of the main areas of the work force.
6. Identify any information that can be used to show Canada’s capital goods or resources.
7. Trade/Exports: List major exports and countries for trade with Canada. You may want to include information about North American
Free Trade Agreement (now called USMCA).
8. Other Information: Include any information that you feel would provide the reader with more information about Canada’s economy.

Georgia Department of Education
THIS WORK IS LICENSED UNDER A CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION - NONCOMMERCIAL - SHAREALIKE 4.0 INTERNATIONAL LICENSE
2.25.2020 Page 18 of 23

6th Grade Modern World Studies Frameworks for the Georgia Standards of Excellence in Social Studies
https://www.heritage.org/index/country/canada#regulatory-efficiency

Appendix H

Canada’s economic freedom score is 77.7, making its economy the 8th freest in the 2019 Index. Its overall score has not changed, with increases
in government integrity, labor freedom, and fiscal health countered by declines in judicial effectiveness, trade freedom, and government spending.
Canada is ranked 1st among 32 countries in the Americas region, and its overall score is well above the regional and world averages.
The government is emphasizing trade diversification, export promotion, and support for small businesses and domestic industries affected by
protectionism. Canada’s economic competitiveness has been sustained by the solid institutional foundations of an open-market system and a high
degree of regulatory efficiency. The independent judiciary provides strong protection of property rights and upholds the rule of law.

Canada is the world’s second-largest country by land area and has its 10th-largest economy. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberal
Party shifted Canadian politics to the left after ending the Conservative Party’s decade-long rule in 2015. Although the government
prioritizes green policies, its support for the fossil fuel industry is crucial to the economy’s health. Canada closely resembles the U.S.
in its market-oriented economic system, patterns of production, and high living standards. Leading sectors include automotive and
other manufactures, forest products, minerals, and petroleum. About three-quarters of Canada’s exports go to the United States, so
the successful 2018 renegotiation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (now called USMCA) was crucial.
Word list created using rewordify.com
economic money-based
economy (process of people making, selling, and buying things)
integrity (honest and good human quality/wholeness or completeness)
fiscal money-related
countered answered to/fought
judicial (law-related)
region area
regional (related to a large area)
emphasizing focusing on
diversification (getting involved with different types of things)
industries businesses
monetary money-based
competitiveness (wanting to beat others in contests)
regulatory legal/law-based
efficiency (wasting very little while working or producing something)
judiciary (related to judges and the court system)
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upholds supports/judges as correct
decade-long ten year
prioritizes puts in order of importance
fossil fuel (coal, natural gas, oil, etc.)
crucial extremely important
resembles looks like
sectors parts/areas
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Culminating Unit Performance Task
Making Connections – Canada’s Government and Economy
This unit presented information about Canada’s government and economy. In this task, students answer one of the essential questions using
major vocabulary words and concepts presented in the unit. Students choose one of the following ways in which they would like to answer
the question.
1. Create a political cartoon.
2. Written response
3. Visual showing your response
4. Video clip
5. Other – student idea – Must have prior teacher approval
EQ: Do they have what it takes?
1. Why do people trade?
2. What influences economic growth?
3. What is necessary for a country to have a strong GDP?
EQ: Who has the power?
1. From where does the power come?
2. How do citizen responsibilities change as governments change?
3. How does citizen satisfaction impact a government?
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Vocabulary Words/Concepts:

Government
Parliamentary democracy
Prime minister
House of Commons
Senate
Governor General
Monarch
Parliament
Constitutional monarchy

Economy
mixed economy
market economy
GDP
natural resources
human resources
capital resources
literacy rate
standard of living
USMCA
SS6H2 Describe Quebec’s independence movement.
SS6CG2 Explain citizen participation in the Canadian government.
a. Explain the role of citizens in choosing the leader of Canada (parliamentary democracy).

GSE Standards and Elements

SS6E4 Analyze different economic systems.
d. Compare how traditional, command, and market economies answer the economic questions of
1-what to produce, 2-how to produce, and 3-for whom to produce.
e. Explain that countries have a mixed economic system located on a continuum between pure
market and pure command.
f. Describe the economic system of Canada.
SS6E6 Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Canada.
e. Evaluate how literacy rates affect the standard of living.
f. Explain the relationship between investment in human capital (education and training) and
gross domestic product (GDP per capita).
g. Explain the relationship between investment in capital goods (factories, machinery, and
technology) and gross domestic product (GDP per capita).
h. Describe the role of natural resources in a country’s economy.
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Literacy Standards
(Standards used depend upon the
choice of the activity.)

Reading Skills
L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
L6-8RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
L6-8RHSS4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or
maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
Writing Skills
L6-8WHST4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
L6-8WHST6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. (Note: This skill applies if using
technology to create infographic.)
L6-8WHST8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

Social Studies Matrices
(Standards used depend upon the
choice of the activity.)
Enduring Understanding(s)

L6-8WHST9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and
research.
Informational/Processing Skills
6. identify and use primary and secondary sources
11 draw conclusions and make generalizations
Gain from Trade: The student will understand that parties trade voluntarily when they expect to gain.
Production, Distribution, Consumption: The student will understand that the production, distribution,
and consumption of goods/services produced by the society are affected by the location, customs,
beliefs, and laws of the society.
Governance: The student will understand that as a society increases in complexity and interacts with
other societies, the complexity of the government also increases.
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