6" Grade Social Studies Teacher Notes for the Georgia Standards of Excellence in Social Studies

The Teacher Notes were developed to help teachers understand the depth and breadth of the standards. In some cases,
information provided in this document goes beyond the scope of the standards and can be used for background and enrichment
information. Péase remember that the goal ol Studies is not to have students memorize laundry lists of facts, but rather to
help them understand the world around them so they can analyze issues, solve problems, think critically, and become informed
citizens.

TEACHER NOTES
6" GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES

Europe
- HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDINGS -

SS6H3- Explain conflict and change in Europe.

Standard H3xplores the contemporary event&ofopeanhistory which have shaped the current
geopolitical and socioeconomic climate of the region. As with"ajjréde historical standards, it is not
intended to serve as an exhaustive history of the region, but rather a snapshot of major events and
historicd trends that help explain the current statecofropearaffairs. In this regard, special attention is
given to theaftermath of World War |, key movements and events in World War 11, and the rise and fall of
the communism during the Cold War.

SS6H3- Explain conflict and chang_je inEurope.

a. Describe the aftermath of World War I: the rise of communism, the Treaty of Versailles,
the rise of Nazism, and worldwide depression.
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World War | i or the
Great Waras it was known
in 19147 was the first
global conflict of its kind in
the modern erdt began in
Serbiawith the
assassination of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand of
AustriaaHungary who was
thereon a diplomatic visit
with his wife Whatensued
was aregionalwar between
competing Germanic (i.e.,
Germany and Austria
Hungary) and Slavic (i.e.,
Russia) interests in Central
and Eastern Europe.
Preexisting defense pacts
and political alliances the

regiondrewWestern Européto the conflct as wel| particulaty after German forces invad®elgium
and FranceEach Europeaa mp i aolenges throughout Africa, Asia, and the Ameri¢dsrance and

Britainos
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con

Russian participation in World
among the Russian people, contributed to the riserminunismin
that country. A popular revolution against the rule of Czar Nicholas

and RawsthalhavefiomWorld War | in 1917. A civil war ensued,
resulting in the communist takeover of Russia/kadimir Lenin and
t h e n axpansionandbirth as th&oviet Unionin 1922.

The United Statesemained neutral throughout mostvgbrid War |
butdid eventuallyenter theconflict on behalf of th&llies (Britain,
FranceRussia, et al) in 1917The U.S. waistrumental in the defeat
of theCentral Powers(Germany, Austriddungary, the Ottoman
Empire, et al.)

An armistice was signed in 1918, aorld Warl officially cameto

Vladimir lenin i : ‘
(WikimediaCommons) an endn 1919with the Treaty of Versailles(vair-s y. ®he Treaty of

Versailles wouldaterlead to reewed conflict with Germanyowever
as thaermsof G e r masuryefidefe.g., loss of lucrative territory, military occupation, eteere

sidereabverly punitive and financially untenallby its people

Wa r I

Romanov, beginning in 1914, led to the Russn monar chyds

OV E

Therise ofNazismin1919came i n direct response toTreatyef Ger man
Versailles The Nazi movement gained traction in the early 1938s did likenedascistmovements
elsewhere in Central and Eastern Eurbpdter the 1929 U.S. stock market crash triggered a worldwide
depression Strong leadership, the Nazis argued, sodal policies that puhe German people and
German interests above alselwere required to pull their natioot of economic calamity.
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Allies T the victoriousalliance of nations iWorld War |

armistice i a formal ceasefire

Central Powersi thedefeated alliance of nations in World War |

communismi a sociopolitical model wherein all property is publically owned and workers are
according to their abilities and needs

depressioni in economics, a lonterm, sustained downturn in econoraitivity

fascisti a political movement supporting strong, authoritarian government dictatorship

Lenin, Vladimir T leader of the communist revolution in Russia during World War |

Nazismi a political movement in Germany, from the end of World War | thhabg end of World
War Il, which espoused totalitarian government, staunch nationalism, and racial supremacy
Soviet Unioni a federation of communist countries in Eastern Europe, led by Russia, from the
of the Russian Revolution until its collaps€li®91l at the end of the Cold War

Treaty of Versaillesi the 1919 treaty which formally brought World War | to an end
WorldWarl ial so known as the fAGreat Waro or th
occurring between 1914 and 1918, primarily indpe

1Th

ispro-German nationalisrwas epitomized by the original igtS NES 2 F ¢ KI G f | intohdl 0

anthem:Deutschland, Deutschland tber alles, / iber alles in derdMelD SNXY I y& X DSNX I ye& |

Ay
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Resources:

Causes of World War |
Thorough article, complete with multimedia and primary/secondary sources, on the Great War
http://www.gohistorygo.com/causes-wwi

War and Revolution ifRussia, 1914921 (BBC)
A deeper look into the events surrounding the Russian Revolution and subsequent civil war
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/eastern_fr@itshtml

The Treaty of Versailles
Thorough article, complete with multimedia and primary/secondary sources, on the Great War
http://www.gohistorygo.com/treatyf-versailles

The Roaring Twenties
Article and video summarizing the changes in American society in the years following World War |
http://www.history.com/topics/roarinyventies

The Rise of the Nazi P#t19181 933 (A Teacher6s Guide to the Hol oc
Timeline of major events in German history which gave rise to the Nazi political movement
https://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/nazeistm

The Great Depression in Global Perspective
An explanation of how financial events in the U.S. triggered worldwide economic calamity
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.eddisp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3433

SS6H3- Explain conflict and change in Europe.

b. Explain the rise of Nazism including preexisting prejudices, the use of propaganda, andj
events which resulted in the Holocaust.

Adolf Hitler

Disillusionmentwith the outcome of World War lack of confidence in (Wikimedia Commons)

Ger ma n ywasleagecslsip, and economic calamity resulting from 4
worldwide depression all contributed to the rise of Naz&dolf Hitler 6 s
electionto the Germaiwchancelleryin 1933 brought with it a policy of

statesponsore@nti-Semitism Nazipropagandascapegoatethe Jewish
peoples of Central Europe as complicit in the punitivenseof the Treaty
of Versailles, and implicated them in tfieancial collapse which brought
abaut Ger manyO6s ec o0n o-{wargearsAs suahgpayty
memiers and Nazi sympathizers aliere encouraged to boycott Jewis
businesses, segregate Jewish people within German society, pass la
which forbadecertain civil rights and privileges to Jews, and publically
burn Jewish literature and religious sit€his antrJewish hysteria and

persecution culminated in the roundup, internment, and extermination|
EuropeanJewry,known as thédolocaust?

2 An alternate tebrew name for the Holocaust, tighoah ispreferred by many Jewish survivors and scholars.
Shoahmeans great destruction, total ruiny calamity.
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The mapr events of the Holocaust took place against a

backdrop oWorld War Il . In fact, the event which
triggered Western Europeodos de
Nazi Germany was Hitlerés inv
British and French ally with
Jawish population at the tim&lany of theghettosand

concentration campsestablished by the Nazis were

not in Germany itself but in its surrounding conquered

territories, like Poland.

Hitler and theAxis (Germany, Italy, Japan, et al) were
ultimately defeaté at theend ofWorld War lI;
however, theAllied victory did not come beforeearly

Infamous sign at the gates of the Auschw v - .
O2yOSyGNF GA2YKRSEGK OF yL 11 milion peoplélost their lives in the Holocaust,

readsArbeit macht frej which means "Work will setya  some 6 million of whom were Jews.
free." (Wikimedia Commons)

9 Alliesi the victorious alliance of nations in World War 1|

1 anti-Semitismi racial bias or prejudice against Jews

I Axisi the defeated alliance of nations in World War Il

1 concentration campi general term for a Naziontrolled detention center where Jews, et al were
detained, used as forced labor, and exterminated

1 ghettoi a codoned off area of city where Jews were isolated from the rest of the German population

9 Hitler, Adolf i chancellor of Germany and leader of the Nazi regime during World War Il

1 Holocaust- the Nazi internment, forced labor, and extermination of nearly libmpeople during
World War Il, an estimated 6 million of whom were Jews

1 propagandai information, usually misleading or biased, designed to promote a particular political
ideology

1 World War Il T a global conflict occurring between 1939 and 1945

Resources:

Hi tl erés Ger many
Thorough article, complete with multimedia anthpary/secondary sources, on Nazi Germany
http://www.gohistorygo.com/hitlergermany

AThe Nazi Racial Stateo by Profes
Article detail i ng -basbadeolidcking & kvorld warll H
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/widdwars/genocide/racial _state 01.shtml

- w
—~+ O
—_ =

Changing Life in Germany (GCSE Bitesize / BBC)
Summary information with infographics about life under Nazi rule
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/tch_wjec/germany19291947/2politicalpolicyl.shtml

3Other groups targeted during the Holocaust included communists, the Roma/Sinti, Poles and other Slavic peoples,
WSK2@I KQa 2AldySaaSas yR (KS YSydlrftfe FyR LKeaAOlIffe R,
44520dzYSYGAy3 bdzYoSNE 2F +AO0GAYa 2 FustiEfc§lopedid @ned dza G YR b
States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 2 Jul. 2016. Web. 15 Nov. 2016.
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SS6H3- Explain conflict and change in Europe.

led to the end of the Cold War.

c. Explain how German reunification contributed to the collapse of the Soviet Union and

Without a common enemy to unite therelations between the
capitalist, democratic West and the communist, authoritarian E
began tdoreak dowrafter World War Il Both the U.S. and the
sen
result of the war, sought to set the course for world affairs in th
years that followedThis period is knowms theCold War.

u.s.S. R., having ri

The Cold War was, in essence, a battle of wills and sociopolitic
ideologiesUnlike the openlydeclared hostilities of the first two
World Wars, the Cold War was characterized by political
propaganda, threats, and sma#eale skimishes, but it stopped
short of fulkscale military engagemeriowhere in Europe were
Cold War tensions quite so poignant as Germany.

| mmedi ately foll owi

ng

Ger man
were taken to ensure that Germany would nagain pose a
military threat to the peace and stability of Europe. As such, the

to ge

nation was divided into four separate occupation zones. The thiMap of the divided West and East Germe

westermost zones were occupied Aynerican, British, and
French forces; the easternmost zaras occupied Yy Soviet
was

troopsThi s same division

during the Cold War. The yellow area ma

the location of the divided capital, Berlin.
(Wikimedia Commons)

v al 1 1 Cc u v u

al

S vV

capital,Berlin. Overtime, the three western zones were merged into one, known colloquially as West
Germany (officially thed=ederal Republic of Germanyor FRG), while the Soviet portiormf the country
becameEast Germany (officially th&erman Democratic Republicor GDR.) The four occupation

zones in Berlin were also consolidated, becoming West Berlin and East Berlin.

Bornholmer Siralte

Chausseesiralte

Stasken @ Heerstrabe Tnualluenstrsﬂe
Friedrichstrakbe mzen Siels

(Checkpoint Charlie) qemaumbmcke

Sonnenallee

Dreilinden
{Checkpoint Bravo)

.
Drewilz Waltersdorfer

Chaussee

® Checkpoints open to Germans only
® Cl points open to and non

Map of West and East BerlifWikimedia Commons)

Government and society in the FRG (and West
Berlin) were recast in thimage of the West:
capitalist and democratic. The GDR (and East
Berlin), meanwhi |l e, mi
other occupied territories: communist and
authoritarian. East Germans were only permitted
to travel within theCommunist Bloc, however,
thosewho could make it to West Berlin could fly
out of East Germany to freedoKnowing this,

and in an effort to stop the hemorrhagéighly
skilled East Germans emigrating to the West, the
East German government erected a massive,
fortified, 91-mile longwall around West Berlin.
Thiswallc ame t o s yimmbcortaina e
which divided the East and West throughout the
Cold War.
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Communist influencever the economic decisions and internal politicEadterrEuropepersisted
throughout the Cold War. It was not until th@80sthatSoviet power began to wane, at which point
many Eastern bloc nations began abandoning communism

Communi s mo6 94 cameciraB8%withkthre eldstruction of thBerlin Wall . The wall stood for
nearly tree decadesot only as a literal divide between West and East Berlin but also as a symbolic
divide between the divergent ideologies of the East and Wtt.the fall ofthe Berlin Wall, democratic
ideals spread intoommunist territories and weakened communist political control.

With the Soviet Union no longer capabl@olitically or financiallyi of maintaining a presence in East
Germany, théRG and GDR wereesunified into a singleGerman state in 199Q@ne year lateithe
Soviet Union itself was dissolved aniaet Cold Waicame to an end.

Cold War 1 a state of political hostility between countries without an outright declaration of war
Berlin i the capital ®Germany

Federal Republic of Germany (FRG)i the official name of West Germany during the Cold War
German Democratic Republic (GDR)i the official name of East Germany during the Cold War
Communist Bloci communist states of Central and Eastern Eudaping the Cold War

iron curtain i a term coined by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill describing the
sociopolitical and ideological divide between the West and East (especially the Soviet Union)
Berlin Wall i a 92mile wall surrounding West Berlimdm 1961 through 1989

German reunification i the reintegration of West and East Germany into a single nation in 1990

=4 =4 =8 -8 -8 =9

=A =4

RESOURCES

Cold War History
Article and multimedia about the major events of the Cold War
http://www.history.com/topics/cotdrar/coldwar-history

Cold War Germany

Thorough article, complete with multimedia anthgary/secondary sources, on Germany during the
Cold War, the Bdin Wall, and German reunification

http://www.gohistorygo.com/cotdiar-berlin

AThe Berlin Wall Falls and USSR Dissolveso (U.S.
Synopsis of the maja&vents which brought about the end of the Cold War
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/ststory/berlinwall
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TEACHER NOTES
6" GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES

Europe
- GEOGRAPHIC UNDERSTANDINGS -

SS6G7i Locate selected features of Europe.

Standard G7 is designed to give students a gener a
geography. It is not an exhaustive look at the map as a wholegthet a snapshot of major
physiographic features and selected countiefocus.

SS6G7i Locate selected features of Europe.

a. Locate on a world and regional politicatphysical map: the Danube River, Rhine River,
English Channel, Mediterranean Sea, European Plain, the Alps, Pyrenees, Ural
Mountains, and Iberian Peninsula.

The European continei#t located north of Africa and esunts for the westernmost portion of the

Eurasian landmass. The continent is bordered to the west by the Atlantic Ocean, to the north by the

Arctic Ocean, and to theouth by theMediterraneanSea Eur opeds easternmost | an
Ural Mountains, which run north to south through western Russia.

Besides the Urals, students will need to identify two other mountain ranges:
- ThePyreneesmountaindorm the border between Spaind France. They serve as tisural
boundarydividing thelberian Peninsula (Spain and Portugafjom mainland Europe.
- TheAlps are locatedn Southern Europe and divide Italy and Switzerland.

Along with the Mediterranean Sea, students will nedzetéamiliar withthree other bodies of water in
Europe:
- TheEnglish Channelis a waterway located alorige northwest of the continent between France
and the United Kingdom. Aail line, knowncollogqu al | y as t he AChunnel o (
of AChannel Tunnel 0), runs undetngRoleestond, beneat
Kent in the southern U.K. witBoquelles, Pade-Calais in northern France.
- TheRhine River flows northward from the Swiss Alps through Germany and empties into the
North Sea off the coast of Denmark. This nearly-#6& long river is he busiesshipping route
in the world.
- TheDanube Riverflows eastward from southwestern Germahyough Central and Eastern
Europe before emptying into the Black Sea off the coast of Ukraine. It is the second longest river
in Europe after the Volga iRussia.

a
h

Students should also be able to locateBtmpean Plain. This is the largest uninterrupted expanse of
plains (i.e., mountaifree landform) on Earth.

SamponyY 9y ITAAK [/ KFEYyySt GdzyySt 2LISyadé wnndpd 2S6d ¢ 5SC
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L7
Selected Physical Feature$ Europe(Wikimedia Commons)

1 Eurasiai the landmass whicimcludes the continents of Europe and Asia

Resources:

National Geographic Maps
Interactive political, physical, and thematic maps
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kiggorld-atlas/maps.html

Georgia Department of Education
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SS6G7i Locate selected features of Europe.

b. Locate on a world and regional politicatphysical map the countries of France, Germany
Italy, Russia, Spain, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

Europe is composed of fifty
sovereignstates. Standard
G7b only address seven of
these, however, in an effort to
give students a snapshot
Russl overview of the continent.

ussia
In southwestern Europe,
making up the largest part of
the Iberian Peinsula, is
Spain. Northeast of Spain, on
the other side of the Pyrenees,
is Francei one of the
continentdéds | eading
economies. Southeast of
France, south of the Alps, is
ErRr Italy. Italy is composed of a
peninsula and two
Mediterranean islands. All

Italy three natins are linguistically

Spain and religiously similar.These
similarities will be discussed
in detail in the notes for
standard G1Q.

United
Kingdom

Germany Ukraine

Selected countries located in Euroge/ikimedia Commons)

Northwest of France, across
the English Channel, is thénited Kingdom. Thi s i sl and nation is another
economies, and is composed of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. East of
France, in Central Europe,@&ermany, the continentodds most potent ecol
Germanyshare a common linguistic heritag€&h{s similaritywill be discussed in detail in the notes for
standard G10.

In Eastern Europe, northwest of the Black Seblkisine; this country was once the primary agricultural

center for the Soviet Union. Nortrstaof Ukraine, and extending across the north of Asia beyond the Ural
Mountains, is the worl dbs | aRusgieBoth Ukrainag antd Rugsiai n t er m
share a common linguistic and religious heritage, as well as a turbulent muts thisoughout Cold

War. (These simdrities will be discussed in detail in the notes for standard JG10.

9 sovereigni self-governing

Resources:

BBC Country Profiles
Information and maps of countries of the world
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country profiles/default.stm

Georgia Department of Education
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SS6G8i Explain environmental issues in Europe.

Standard @ provides students with a deeper understanding of how human loeingmpact the
environments in which they live. It focuses on examples@emany, the United Kingdom, and
Ukraine.

SS6@ 1 Explain environmental issues inEurope.
a. Explain the causes and effects of acid rain in Germany.

Germany is famous for its majestic forests and historic

Gothic architecture; however, these picturesque ) - ¥ % 1

. . . gases combine witl
landscapes and cities are under threat foid rain. — = ot it o Vo
Acid rain results when noxious gasesuch as carbon < ‘ ST =

dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen oxideombine
with water molecules in clouds. When these clouds bui
the rain released is toxic. Acid rain pollutes freshwater
sources, poisons fisheries, kills forests, and even
degradates architecture.

acidic gases .(,J

released into =
the atmosphere I

The primary cause of Ger
from its many coaburning power plants. The nation is
taking steps to reduce its catdpendence, though,
particularly in southern Germany where hydroelectric
power is emerging as an altetima energy source. Wind
and solar energy are also being harnessed across the
nation®

acid rain destroys plants,
pollutes water sources and
soil and erodes buildings

Diagram of cause and effects of acid rafflicr.com)

1 acid rain i toxic rain which results when noxious gases are released into the atmosphere and mix
with water molecules

Resources:

i A cRaitld Ndtional Geographjc
General article orhow acid rain affects more than just forests and architecture
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/glalzaiming/acidrain-overview/

6 Shankleman, Jessidaermany Just Got Almost All of its Power from Renewable EiBiogynberg. 161ay 2016.
Web. 15 Dec. 2016.
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SS6@B 1 Explain environmental issues inEurope.
b. Explain the causes and effects of air pollution in the United Kingdom.

London, England, the capital of the United Kingdom, has some of the worst air pollution of any major
city in Europe. In fact, the tersmogoriginated in London in 1905!

The U. K. is oneindastialEur oped
powers with numerous factories across the

country processing oil, natural gas, and coal.

The pollutants eminating from these factories,

coupled with the overcrowding and widespread

use of motor vehicles in its major cities, have

ledtotheUKds air quality woes.
incidence rates of pneumonia and asthma have
been Iinked to the nation

pollution. The U.K. has taken measures to
decrease air pollution, however, including
tightening vehicle and factory emissions
standardsencouraging public mass
transportation, and promoting the use of
cleaner burning coal.

A view of London's smodWikimedia Commons)

| 1 smogi An atmospheric phenomenon whereby vehicle exhaust and factory smoke combine Wiﬁh fog.

Resources:

AThe Kil |l tamketék ogobhtdabhoBby CHistoiy)st opher Kl ine
Historical article about the Great Long Smog of 1952
http://www.history.com/news/thkiller-fog-thatblanketedondon60-yearsago

AUK air Hoow lbuatd oins: it ?20 (BBC)
Article detailing the cerargwlityt st ate of the United
http://www.bbc.com/news/uR6851399
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SS6@B 1 Explain environmental issues inEurope.
c. Explain the causesand effects of the nuclear disaster in Chernobyl, Ukraine.

One of the worst nuclear disasters in history T snont
took place at th€hernobyl power plant in z
Pripyat, Ukraind at that time, part of the

Soviet Unioni in 1986. t was the resultofan |- 7 S : N e
expermentconducteby t he pl an 5 wem -, Russia
to determine whether Belarus Snch ;":’;;:,ﬂi

cooling pump system could still function unde S 4 I Byanske
low power if auxiliary electricity were to ever Rahacho® 51 "

fail. A catastrophic decision to disable ‘ iy W
Chernobyl 6s safety s Gﬁfﬁ.}”xﬁ
experiment resulted ithe reactor exploding [~ = R - e

and releasing irradiated steam and particulatg,_ \ Y

matter into the atmosphere. Tladlout from g e 4

Chernobyl had the greatest impact on Ukrain Qi T PR e

and Belarus, although nuclear contamination| LY e Bty
from the explosion reached as farthaas the T e
S d . |'P . I d d t th - klometer (Cikm?) of Cesium-137

candinaviaftPeninsula and dar west as the | - @ PeinaneitContiolZons

1 1 = - 5 to 40 Ci/km? of Cesium-137
U n I t € d K I n g d om. C h er Ukralne KievX &5 P:viodic(g;:vmr'oIZone1
for nine days after the meltdown as well. o 51015 Cikan’ of Cesum-137
. . . . Unnamed zone

Soil contamination resulting from the ; 11015 Cins of Cesiom-137
Chernobyl disastds an ongoing concern, as i :
the increased incidence ratkcancer in

northern Ukraine. In the wake of Chernobyl,
Ukraine vowed to become a nucldege country. Its last nuclear reactor was shut down in 2000.

1 Chernobyli looated in northern Ukraine, site of the worst nuclear disaster in human history
9 fallouti the resettling of irradiated particles released into the atmosgfiere nuclear explosion

Resources:

iThe Chernobyl Disasterodo (BBC)
Thorough article detailing the events and lelegm consequences of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/guides/456900/456957/html/nnlpagel.stm

Chernobylradiation map, 199§ Wikimedia Commons)

SS6G9 Explain the impact oflocation, climate, natural resources, and
population distribution on Europe.

Standard @ is designed to help students make a connection between where people live in Europe in
relation to the relative climate and resource availability in their respecimtries. This standard gives
special attention to Germany, Russia, and the United Kingdom.
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SS6@ 1 Explain the impact of location, climate, natural resources, and population distribution
on Europe.

a. Compare how the location, climate, and naturafesources of Germany, the United
Kingdom, and Russia impact trade and affect where people live.

Germany, |l ocated i n Ce nlargestcouftry intepns of total$andtatea itsc ont i n
2" argest in terms of population, and its #1 largest economy. It is borderd to the north by Denmark, to

the west by the Netherlands, Belgium, and France, to the south by Switzerland and Austria, and to the east
by the Czech Republic and Poland. Tlimate of western Germany is warmer in the summer months

with mild winters, while eastern Germany tends to have much colder winters and longer, hotter summers.
Germany has amphrable land and many lush forests supporting an abundant timber industry. The

nationalso has large deposits of coal and iron ore, which support both its automotive and energy

i ndustries. Most of Ger ma n ywidan arpas,pnany af tvhiich are lecatedt e r s
in western Germany near the Rhine River; the Rhine playgj@r mole in transporting goods and people
across the country. Germanyods | argest popul ati on

The United Kingdom is located off the coast of Western Europe, directly across the English Channel from
France. I t W largesttpepuldiian anal pocenbmy, it ranké ihlterms of total land area.

The climate of the U.K., which is heavily influenced by ocean currents, is relatively mild. The nation

receives frequent rainfall throughout the yeveich, along with its abundant arable land, makes much of

the U.K. suitable for farming and livestock grazing. The U.K. also has large deposits of coal, iron ore,

natural gas, and petroleum. Like Germany, its population centers are found in its ualsamtene

mi ning and service jobs are prevalent. London, th
center.

Russia, meanwhile, is located across two continents. The majority of its land area is found in northern
Asia; however, nearly a qgrtar of the country is located west of the Ural Mountains in Europe. This
western portion of Russia accounts for 77% of the

Europebds | argest tot al | and "dnhe€aropaaside offRossiais at i on .
bordered to the west by Finland, Estoni a, Latvi a,
bet ween cool summers and harsh winters. I n fact m

throughout the year, a phenomerknown apermafrost. Russia has vast timber resources, and a

bustling mining industry in the Ural Mountains where gold, iron ore, coal, and aluminum are present.

Russia also has oil and natural gas in abundance in its northern regions, particutshAsian side of

the country, although the cold climate in this area makes their extraction difficult. Most Russians live on

t he European side of Russia where the climate i s
Moscow, boasts its largest poplida center.

Consider using information from maps regarding ea
to allow students to determine correlation between natural resources, trade and where people live.

arable’i suitable for farming

climate i the average annual weather conditions in a given location
permafrosti permanently frozen soil

urban i an industrialized area of a city or town

=A =4 =8 =9
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Resources:

Population Map of Germany (SEDAC)
Thematic map highlighting Germanyds popul ation cen
http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/downloads/mapsfgplgpwv3-populationdensity/deudens.jpg

Population Map of the United Kingdom (SEDAC)
Thematic nap highlightingthe UK6s popul ati on centers
http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/downloads/maps/gplgpwv3-populationdensity/gbrdens.jpg

Populaion Map of Russia (SEDAC)
Thematic map highlightin® u s s populati®n centers
http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/downloads/mapsfgplgpwv3-popubtion-density/rusdens.jpg
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6" Grade Social Studies Teacher Notes for the Georgia Standards of Excellence in Social Studies

SS6G10F Describe selected cultural characteristics of Europe.

Standard G0 explores the common linguistic heritage of Europe, as well as the presence of major
monotheistic religions whhistorhandcaltural déveloprhente nced t he

SS6GL0T Describe selected cultural characteristics of Europe.
a. Describe the diversity of Ianguages spoken within Europe.

There are more than forty natitredo-
European languages spoken in Europe
today. Of these, the vast majority fall
into three distinct language groups:
Romance, Germanic, or Slavic.

Romancelanguages are spoken

primarily in Western and Southern

Europe and include Portuguese,

Spanish, French, and Itali. Languages

in this group have a common linguistic

progenitor, Latin, which was spoken

throughout the Roman Empire; it is

from the word ARomano t
ARomanceod derives.

Germanic languages, meanwhile,
derive from the various languages
spoken bythe early Germanic peoples
of Central and Northern Europe, which
is where those languages are still
largely spoken on the continent today.
Germanic languages include English,
German, Dutch, and Norwegian.

Indo-European Language Map of Europe. Blue indicates Rom
languages, red indicates Germanic languages, and green indicates  Slavic languages are spoken throughout
languages(Wikimedia Commons) Eastern Europe. These languages
include Russian, Pish, and Ukrainian.
While Romance and Germanic languages are written, for the most part, usRatha alphabet most
Slavic languages Polish and Czech, among a few others, being notable except@wasvritten in the
Cyrillic alphabet, which incorpoates Roman and Greek characters as well as some uniquely Slavic
symbols.
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Greetings in Romance Languages

Portuguese Spanish French Italian
Bom dia! |jBuenos dias! Bonjour! Buon giorno!
(bohm DEEuh) (bwaynohs DEEus) (bohnZSOOR (bohnZSOORNON)

Greetings in Germanic Languages

English German Dutch Norwegian
Good day! | Guten Tag! | Goedendag! Goddad
(guhd DAY (gootin TAHK) (hoo-duh-DAKH) (goo-DAY)

Greetings in Slavic Languages

Russian Ukrainian Polish
1 HicOoa MmMko I SN O L Halo!
(zdrahvstVWEEtyeh (veeTY-00) (HAH-lo)

9 Cyrillic alphabet i writing system developed by the Slavic peoples of Eastern Europe, incorpofating
Roman and Greek characters as well as uni ue Sl &

1 Germanici languages deriving from thearly Germanic peoples of Northern and Central Europ

1 Indo-European’ originating from within Europe

1 Roman alphabeti writing system developed by the Romans and commonly used by many Romance
and Germanic languages today (e.g., ABCDEFG)

1 Romancei languages deriving from Latin, which was spoken during the Roman Empire

1 Slavici languages deriving from the early Slavic peoples of Eastern Europe

Resources:

Quick Fix (BBC)
Essential phrases in 40 languages
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/other/quickfix

SS6GL0OT Describe selected cultural characteristics of Europe.
b. Identify the major relig_jions in Europe: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

Like languages, religious practices throughout Europe are just as diverse. The vast majority of Europeans
today ascribe to some branch or denomination of the three mejwtheisticreligions: Judaism,

Christianity, and IslamAll three of these religiongriginated in the Middle East and are explored in

detail in 7" Grade Social Studies.

Judaism, although the oldest of the three religions, is the least practiced in Europe today. European
Jewry, particularly in Eastern Europe, once accou
Following the events of the Holocaust, however, this numisgped dramatically. Today only 10% of
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the worl dodéos Jewi sh p dudaisin ariginatesin theeeasterh Mediteirameaftal 20@0p e .
BC, and made its way to Europe just prior to the rise of the Roman Empire.

Christianity is the most practiceetligion in Europe today. Over 76% of Europeans-isihtify with a

branch or denomination of Christianity. In Western and Southern Europe, it is Roman Catholicism, which
is headquartered at Vatican City in Rome, Italy. In Central and Northern Eurofest&ntasm

dominates; the first Protestant movements occurred in Germany. In Eastern Europe, Eastern Orthodox
Christianity is the mosgpracticed faith. Christianity itself was founded c. 30 AD in Palestine (now Israel),
but did not gain prominence in Eumpntil the % century AD.

Islam is not the largest religion in Europe, but it is one of the fastest growing faiths on the continent.
Present in highest concentration in Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Muslims make up some 6% of
Eur opeds rolheedent pearp, the WAK., iFrance, and Germany have seen the most substantial
increases in Muslim population. Founded in 610 AD in modern day Saudi Arabia, Islam first entered
Europe in the 700s AD by way of the Iberian Peninsula.

All three faithsbelieve there is only one God, and do share some common figures (i.e., Abraham),
mythos, and moral/ethical positions.

JUDAI SCHRI STI1 A | SLAM

Jews Christie Mus |l I ms
Tanakh
(acronym for the 3 parts of Bi bl e QUI‘ an
the Jewisholy book
Tor ah, Nevi)d
synagog Church mos que

X

‘ 1 monotheistici believing in and/or worshipping a single deity (i.e., one God)

TTALIEFYE aAOKFSt® a¢KS O2yiGAydziy3d RSOtAYS 2F 9dzZNRBLISQa
17 Dec. 2016.
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Resources:

Three Religions, One God (Global Connections, the Milidigti PBS)
Detailed article about the history and core belie
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/themesielig

I GOVERNMENT / CIVIC UNDERSTANDINGS I
I compare an contrast various forms o government.
| SS&CG3i C d ious f fg I

StandardCG3 provides an overview of civics concepts, particularly as relates to the role of citizens in
Europe in affecting the decisions made by thespective governments. This is not intended to be an
exhaustive look at world governance models, but rather a brief summation so that students can grasp
what are otherwise very abstract concepts. Special attention is given to the governments of Germany,
Russia, and the United Kingdom.

SS6CG3I Compare and contrast various forms of government.

a. Explain citizen participation in autocratic and democratic governments. [i.e., role of citizens
in choosing the leaders of the United Kingdom (parliamentarglemocracy), Germany
goarliamentary democracy), and Russia (.presidential democracy)].

. World governments, and the roles citizens are
How Governments Determine permitted to play therein, can be classified as either
Citizen Participation autocratic systems odemocratic systems. In an
autocracy, all governing authority rests with a single
_ leader. The citizens in an autocracy are not permitted
any say in the decisions of their government. In
contrast, democracies vest political power with their
citizens. This power is excised through voting.

Germany, Russia, and the United Kingdom are all
classified as democracies, although to different
degrees. All three nations hold elections at the local
and national levels. Germans, Russians, and Brits all
elect legislators to repsent their interests and pass
equitable laws, and there are maujitical parties to

© LowNoPacpaton | Checsefomineachnaton
|

Executive leadership in each country varies. In the

c
2
£

(]
=
=
t

(o]
o.

c

(]
il
=
(&)

Government Power
Government Power
Citizen Participation

Autocracy Democracy case of the U.K., theead of governmems aprime
minister, however, the nationdés m

Autocracy vs. Democracy symbolichead of stateln Germany, the head of

(adapted from GeorgiaStandards.org) government is ahancellor, which issynonymous
with a prime minister. Bot h (
the U. K. 6s aprrei neel entitneids tbeyr each nationds Parli ament
fiveeyear terms in office. I n c opresiderst $he Rusdtan presidemtd s h e a

is directly elected by the Russian citizens and may serve for tveecative sixyear terms. (The term
length of the Russian president was extended from four to six years in 2008.)
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It should be noted that Russia was, until the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, an autocratic state.
Although civil liberties and governmetransparency have improved in Russia since the Soviet era, its
democratic institutions are comparably not @as vib

The voting age in Germany, Russia, and the United Kingdom is 18; Germans may, however, vote in state
level ekctions at age 16.

Like the United States, all three aformentioned European nationdbitaveeral (i.e., twohouse)
legislatures. In Germany, these houses ar8timelesraiboondessRAHT) andBundestagboondess
TAHK). In Russia, it is th&ederationCouncilandState DumgDOO-malh. In the U.K., it is theHouse
of Lordsand theHouse of Commons

autocratic T a government where political authority rests with a single leader
bicameral i having a legislature divided into an upper and a lower house
chancellor 1 title given to the head of government in Germany
democraticia government where political authori|lty res
political party i an organization which represents a specific political agenda and socioeconomyc
positions within agiven nation

presidentT title often given to the head of government (and state) in a presidential democracy
prime minister i title often given to the head of government in a parliamentary democracy

=A =4 =8 =8 =9

=A =4

Resources:

Freedom in the World 2016 (Freedom House)
An interactive map highlighting sociopoliticgeedom throughout the world
https://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedworld/freedormworld-2016

SS60531 Compare andcontrast various forms of government. |
b. Describe the two predominant forms of democratic governments: parliamentary and
presidential.

Democracies may be classified as eitetliamentary or presidential.

In a parliamentary democracy, the citizenstelecme mber s of the nationés | egi
as itsparliament) to represent their interests and pass laws on their behalf. These legislators are then
vested with the authority to elect fisbetectad&dm onods
among the members of the nationds | eading polit
parliament.) Both the U.K. and Germany exercise a parliamentary system of government.

c
i €

In a presidential democracy, the citizens elect botat nat i onés | egi sl ators and i
(typically given the titlepresident) Whereas the head of government in a parliamentary democracy is

held accountable by his/her own polticial party, the head of government (and state) in a presidential

demaracy is directly accountable to the voters who put him/her in power. Russia has a presidential
democracy.

1 parliament i common name given to the legislature in a parliamentary democracy
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Resources:

Germany GovernmentdlobalEDGE/ Michigan State University)
ExplanationofGer manydéds current government structure
http://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/germany/government

Russia: Government (globalEDGE / Michigant&tdniversity)
Explanation of Russiabés current government struct
http://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/russia/government

United Kingdom: Government (globalEDGE / Michigan State Unityrs
Explanation of the United Kingdomdébs current gove
http://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/unit@agdom/government
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I ECONOMIC UNDERSTANDINGS I
| SS6E7i Analyze different economic systems. I

Standard E explores the question of how various countrieBunopemake economic decisions at the
national level. Special emphasis is given to the econom{@sraiany, Russia, and the United Kingdom.

SS6E7i Analyze different economic systems.

a. Compare how traditional, command, and market economies answer the economic
questions of twhat to produce, 2how to produce, and 3for whom to produce.

Every country on Earth must be able to answer three basic economic questithatdhould the nation
produce/provide? How should the nation produce/provide this product/servicé&Bjvhomshould
the nation produce/provide this product/service? uehscountries must adopt (and adapt) various
economic systemso answer these three questions.

There are three basic economic models (or systems):

- Thetraditional model is historically associated with smstlale economies. It is a system in
which thedecision of what to produce/provide, as well as how to distribute or consume it, is
based on custom and habit. Economic roles tend to be static, which is to say inherited or
generational (i.e., a family of carpenters will have children who grow up tarperters.) This
model does not provide for large scale economic growth, and is freqaehsigtentin nature.
(Bartering is another feature characteristic of traditional economies.)

- Thecommandmodel is one in which the government of a nation makes all the economic
decisions. This includes government ownership of land and resources, as well as government
control of major industries (i.e., transportation, energy, et al.) It can also include gewtrn
assignment of jobsyagecontrols, and requisiteroduction quotas. Command economies tend
to stifle entrepreneurship andfree enterprisein an effort to maintain economic stability.

- Themarket (or capitalist) model places economic decisions in thedsaof the people. The law
of supply and demand dictate what goods/services are produced/provided, at what price, etc. This
model encourages entrepreneurship, but can be economically unstable in that its success depends
upon the capacity of businessesdayat thei products/services to the eveanging wants/needs
of consumers.
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9 Dbartering i a system of exchange whereby one good/service is given in return for another; bargering
does not require monetary exchange

 command economyi an economic modevherein government planners make all business and
financial decisions

9 economic systeni an economic model used by governments to determine what should be
produced/provided in terms of goods and services, how, and for whom

1 entrepreneurshipi the capacity oprivate citizens to create new businesses independent of
government direction or intervention

9 free enterprisei the creation, maintenance, and expansion of businesses outside the control g
influence of the government.

1 market (or capitalist) economyi aneconomic model which the laws of supply and demantl (
government oversight) determine what is produced/consumed and at what cost

9 production quotai the required amount of a specific good that must be produced in a given
timeframe

=

9 subsistenceé producingonly what is necessary for personal use/survival
i traditional economyi an economic model governed by custom, habit, and history
T wageiterm for oneds financi al earnings
SS6E7i Analyze different economic systems. |

b. Explain that countries have a mixedeconomic system located on a continuum betwee
pure market and pure command.

No world economy is purely market or command in nature. As such, it is more accurate to characterize

an economy as markktaning or commarnteaning on theconomic continuum All modern world

economies can be describedw@ged economiesn that they mix market and command principles in

various ratios to suit their national interedtsh e Her i t age I ndex ranks a count
criteria: rule of law, governmerdize, regulatory efficiency, and open markets.

1 economic continuumi a 0100 scale which ranks world economies from most comreaming (0)
to most marketeaning (100)

1 mixed economyi term usedo describe the market/commalbignding of all modern wiéa
economies

SS6E7i Analyze different economic systems. |

c. Compare and contrast the basic types of economic systems foundlie United
Kingdom, Germany and Russia.

Economic Conintuum: Europe
Command Market
= = =
Russia Germany U.K.

NOTE: Percentagefort he <c ount r yliedound abtigk/inmnghsritageaorm/index/ranking
These are updated annually.

The economy ofhe United Kingdonmay be described asostly marketleaning.lts main economic
sectors are services, manufacturing, and construction. Private and intellectual property rights are well
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protected, an unemployment rates have been steadily declining. How the forthBoexitgvill impact
the U.K. 6s econofiy remains to be seen.

Germanybés economy -léasingshari fpent U yK .| &s,s anlcDMamdperh, i n t e
capitaincomes, Germany has the stronger overall economy. The German government does regulate

certain elements of state agriculture, energy, and telecommunications; the automotive and construction
industries in Germany are also somewhat politically influencatdptherwise economic decisions are left

up to the German people. Germany has invested heavily in economic rescue packages for fellow
Eurozonemembers.

The economy oRussiaon the other hands mostly commandeaning. Many of the market reforms

Russiasought to make after the collapse of the Soviet Union have floundered in recent years.

Bureaucracy is rampant in Russia, especially when it comes to starting a new business. Protection of
private and intellectual p esulpsidizatiogof theiegehgy sector, s we a k .
along with its policy of import subsititution, discourages foregin trade and investmesmtrn@eent

ownershipof the vast majoroty of privadomesticbanks, shipping, and aerospace technology
development have alsodom i but ed t o Russi ads r euthesnoredhepr i vat e
Russian economy is dominated by the oil and natural gas industries; however, the steady drop in oil prices
worl dwi de over the | ast severalh®ears has hindere

For specific examples in each country, click below:
1 Russia: http://www.heritage.org/index/country/russia
9 United Kingdom: http://www.heritage.org/index/country/unitedkingdom
1 Germany: http://www.heritage.org/index/country/germany

9 Brexit i 2016 refeendum whereupon a majority of British citizens voted for the U.K. to withdray
from the European Uniofrexiti s a contracted form of ABrifti sh e

1 domesticit er m which refers to the productisisthef |servic
antonym offoreign

1 Eurozonei European Union member nations who usesilm®as their common currency

<

1 GDPpercapitait he average annual i peccapitee sotL aai naflpondéby
head?o

1 gross domestic product (GDP) theestimated total value of all the final goods and services
produced in a nation in a yeards ti me.

9 subsidizationi money granted by the government to assist a business or industry in lowering the cost
of its product/service

Resources:

Index of Economic Fredom (Heritage Foundation)
Economic rankings of all modern world economies in terms of command or market tendencies
http://www.heritage.org/index/ranking

8 United Kingdom. 2016 Index of Economic Freedom. Heritage Foundation. 2016. Web. 23 Dec. 2016.
9 Germany. 2016 Index of Economic Freedom. Heritage Foundation. 2016. Web. 23 Dec. 2016.
10 Russia. 2016 Index of Economic Freedom. Heritage Foundation. 2016. Web. 23 Dec. 2016.
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| SS6ESi Analyze the benefits of andarriers to voluntary trade in Europe. I

Standard B explores the importance of voluntary tradegarope and the necessity of a system for
currency exchange and economic specialization. Trade barriers are examined, as well as the history and
impact of tle European Union (E.U.)

SS6ES8I Analyze the benefits of and barriers to voluntary trade in Europe. |
a. _Explain how specialization encourages trade between countries. |

Trade between nations is only viable when itaguntary (i.e., not coerced throughilitary threats or
economic sanctions) and mutually beneficial. When nations look for trading partners, strategic/military
alliances are taken into account. Acquiring trading partners who can meet the product/service demands
whi ch oneds o0 weetisafar greateryconsideratiom However.

Although some nations are rich in natural resources and highly developed in terms of technologies,
infrastructure, et al, it is not always in a coun
capable of. Often times nations choose to market only those products/services which they are capable of
providing fastest, cheapest, and in great abundance. This phenomenon is known as economic

specialization and it is what sustains voluntary trade paghgrs worldwide.

cialization include Ger ma

Examples of Eu e
d Kingdomdés finance and ba

rope
industry, and the

an sp
Uni t e

9 specializationi focusing on a narrow range of products/services thabegroduced most
efficiently and coseffectively

1 voluntary tradei trade in which both partners freely agree to and benefit from the exchange of
goods/services

SS6ES8I Analyze the benefits of and barriers to voluntary trade in Europe. |

b. Compare andcontrast different types of trade barriers, such as tariffs, quotas, and
embargos.

Voluntary trade between nations may be inhibitedragle barriers. Such barriers exist to protect
domestiamarkets from foreign competition; others are intended to block the importation of dangerous
products. Trade barriers may also be employeshtetionan enemy nation.

There are three major barriers to trade which students should be aware of in the céhiepef

- Tariffs place a tax on imported good. This is done to artificially inflate the price of a cheaper
foreign product so as to make the price of domestic jgtsduore competitive.

- Quotasplace a limit on imported goods. This is done so that cheaper imports do not flood
domestic markets and put domestic producers out of business.

- Embargoesblock all trade with another nation. An embargo may be employed fay saésons,
but is more frequently used to punish rogue states gaugctions imposed by numerous E.U.
member nations against arms sales to or energy exports fron) Syria
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o Aboycottof a specific product or of amaypeci fic
be exercised by citizens within a country even when there is no official embargo in place
at the national level.

boycotti refusal to purchase a good/service from a specific company or country
embargol a trade barrier which blocks all trade with dretnation

guota’i a trade barrier which places a limit on imported goods

sanctioni the act of economically punishing another nation

tariff 1 a trade barrier which places a tax on imported goods

trade barrier 1 any activity which slows or outright blockise free exchange of goods and servicgs
between nations

= =4 =8 =8 -8 -9

Resources:

The Basics of Tariffs and Trade Barriers by Brent Radcliffe (Investopedia)
Thorough explanation of trade barriers, their uses, and their risks
http://www.investopedia.com/articles/economics/Q8/tardtiebarrierbasics.asp

SS6ES8i Analyze the benefits of and barriers to voluntary trade in Europe. |
c. Explain why international trade requires a system for exchanging currencies between I
nations.

In order for countries in Europe trade, a system aurrency
exchangemust exist. This is due to the fact that there are some tw
dozen uniqueurrenciesin use in Europe today. Case in point,

ni neteen of t he Eeightonpnebarmatidhs lise
theeuro for monetary exchange; the other nine are currently using

their own national currencies
criteria. (E.g., Hungary uses tf@int. Poland uses the § oStveden
usesth&rona)*!Thi s is to say nothding

eight nonE.U. members, such as Switzerlagav{ssfranc), Norway
(krone), Russiatuble), and Ukrainelfryvnia) Without a method to
convert monetary values between disparate currencies, internati
trade would be impossible.

Euros(Flickr)

Exchangeratesar e used t

o determine hwormhchnobhermat odna:
(e.g., 1.00 U.Ss. doll r

a a 0.96 Euros)

I currencyia nationb6s money
currency exchanggg converting one nationds money into an e
1 euroi common currency of most European Union member states; those E.U. nations currently using

the euro are referred to collectively as Ehegozone
1 exchangerateéet he approxi mate value of one nationdés cur

]

Resources:

U f §K2dzAK GKS | oYoQa AyiSyRa (2 &SthdENdbzor® AFNEhYs 6§ KS 9 d! b
currency is and shall remain tim@und sterling
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X-Rates Curregy Calculator
Online currency converter
http://www.xrates.com/calculator/

SS6ES8i Analyze the benefits of and barriers to voluntary trade in Europe. |
d. Describe the purpose of the European Union and theslationship between member nations§

The political and economic partnership which has evolved into the modern
European Unioncan be traced back to the early years of the Cold War.
Beginning in1950, a movement to consolidate coal and steel
mining/refining in Europe emerged. The idea behind such a measure was
twofold: first, it would help revitalize the economies of Western and

* op X Central Europe in the wake of two devastating World Wars; second, it
would serve as a means by which to keep an eye on Germany and Italy and
preclude another major continental war. By 1958, a distinct and
interconnected economic community had emerged amBetgium, Italy,
FranceLuxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany. This economic union would, in 1992 under
theMaastricht Treaty, evolve into the European Union.

Flag of the European Union
(Wikimedia Commons)

The European Union today is composed of twagigiht member states:

1 Austria 1 ltaly

1 Belgium I Latvia

1 Bulgaria I Lithuania

1 Croatia 1 Luxembourg
1 Republic of Cyprus 1 Malta

9 Czech Republic 1 Netherlands
1 Denmark 91 Poland

i Estonia 1 Portugal

M Finland 1 Romania

9 France 9 Slovakia

1 Germany 1 Slovenia

1 Greece 1 Spain

1 Hungary 1 Sweden

9 Ireland 1 United Kingdom

Althoughthe U.K. intends to separate from the E.U., there are several other European nations hoping to
soon join. These countries include: Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro, and Turkey.

The European Union exists to promote security and economic cooperation aermmstitnent.

Conceptually, the guiding premise of the E.U. is that countries who are economically interdependent are
less likely to wage war. This economic interdependence has been nurtured by abolishing border controls
between member nations in order torpote the free movement of labor, through the adoption of a
common currency theeuroi to facilitate intracontinental trade, and by eliminating import/export tariffs
among E.U. members.

The E.U. also models and promotes transparent, democratic sacacheEuropean Coungiwhich
serves as its general assembly. The promotion of human rights is also a major feature of the E.U. as
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evidenced by th€harter of Fundamental Rights of the European Utfiomhich became legally binding
on all members stateboth present and future, under the 20@aty of Lisbon.

Map of current E.U. members and candidate stai@¥ikimedia Commons)

9 European Unioni economic and political union of ZBuropean nations

1 Maastricht Treaty i legal document which created tBaropean Union

9 Treaty of Lisbon i legal document which amended and consolidated the Maastricht Treaty ang the
Treaty of Rome, and which forms the basis of the current constitution of the European Union

Resources:

European Union
Official website of the EJ.

12 A full outline of this darter can be found atttp://eur -lex.europa.eu/legal
content/EN/TXT/@ri=CELEX:12012P/TXT
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