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Social Studies 6 th  Grade - Unit  4 

Elaborated Unit Focus 

In this unit, students will understand how European contact changed the cultural  

landscape of Latin America. While the early civilizations were destroyed there remains 

some continuity seen through existing societies. Conflict & change are furthered 

through the ideas and impact of revolutionary leaders. Students will explore how the 

movement & migration of people during the building of colonial empires resulted in an 

economic and cultural legacy.  Finally, students will identify political and physical 

features of the region, and determine how location impacts the development of Latin 

American countries, and how the Latin American countries impact their environment. 
 

Connection to Connecting 

Theme/Enduing 

Understandings 

Location: The student will understand that location affects a societyôs economy, culture, and 

development.  

Human Environmental Interaction:  The student will understand that humans, their society, and the 

environment affect each other.  

Movement/Migration: The student will understand that the movement or migration of people and ideas 

affects all societies involved. 

Culture:  The student will understand that the culture of a society is the product of the religion, beliefs, 

customs, traditions, and government of that society  

Conflict and Change: The student will understand that when there is conflict between or within 

societies, change is the result. 

GSE for Social Studies 

(standards and elements) 

SS6G1 Locate selected features of Latin America.  

a. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map: Amazon River, Amazon Rainforest, Caribbean Sea, 

Gulf of Mexico, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Panama Canal, Andes Mountains, Sierra Madre 

Mountains, and Atacama Desert.  

b. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map the countries of Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, 

Mexico, and Panama.  

SS6G2 Explain the impact of environmental issues in Latin America.  

a. Explain the causes and effects of air pollution in Mexico City, Mexico.  
b. Explain the environmental issue of destruction of the rain forest in Brazil.  

SS6G3 Explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and population distribution 

on Latin America.  

a. Explain how the location, climate, and distribution of natural resources impact trade and affect where 

people live in Mexico, Brazil, and Cuba.  

SS6H1 Explain conflict and change in Latin America.  

a. Describe the influence of African slavery on the development of the Americas.  

b. Describe the influence of the Spanish and the Portuguese on the language and religions of Latin America.  
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Connection to Literacy 

Standards for Social 

Standards (reading and /or 

writing)  

Reading Skills 

L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources. 

L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

with other information in print and digital texts. 

Writing Skills 

L6-8WHST4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
L6-8WHST7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple 

avenues of exploration.  

L6-8WHST9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 

Connection to Social Studies 

Matrices (information 

processing and/or map and 

globe skills) 

Map and Globe Skills 

6. use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, 

product, and economic maps. 

7. use a map to explain impact of geography on historical and current events. 

8. draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps 

10. compare maps of the same place at different points in time and from different perspectives to 

determine changes, identify trends, and generalize about human activities. 

11. compare maps with data sets (charts, tables, graphs) and /or readings to draw conclusions 

and make generalizations. 

Information Processing Skills 
6. identify and use primary and secondary sources. 

11. Draw conclusions and make generalizations. 
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Essential Questions and Related Supporting/Guiding Questions 

Enduring Understanding  

¶ Location 

Why does location matter? 

1. How does location affect where people live? 

2. How does location affect trade? 

3. How does location help or hinder a countryôs development? 

Enduring Understanding  

¶ Human Environment 

Interaction 

Whose problem is it? 

1. How can progress cause problems? 

2. How does location play a part in environmental issues? 

3. Why is cooperation needed for solving environmental issues? 

Enduring Understandings 

¶ Movement/Migration 

¶ Culture 

¶ Conflict and Change 

How does society reflect diverse cultures?  

1. How does movement and migration change a countryôs culture?  

2. How do oneôs beliefs shape a society?  

3. How does conflict lead to change in a society? 
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Sample Instructional Activities/Assessments 

Where Am I? 

1.  Using the political and physical maps, have students label the countries and features in the elements.  

a. Physical Maps ï Appendix A ï C 

b. Political Maps -  Appendix D - H 

Extension Ideas: (Choose one or provide as a choice for students.) 

1. Have students work in groups and assign one of the physical features. Have them research their physical feature to provide a 

brief overview of the feature by completing the Physical Feature pyramid.  Students can create these on larger sheets of paper.  

You can give each group 10 pieces of blank paper and a large sheet of paper to create a large version of the pyramid.  By 

doing it this way group members can work on pyramid pieces at the same time. (Appendix D) 

2. Be the thing ï Students will imagine that they are the physical feature and write a description of ñthemselvesò as the feature.  

They must have a balance of evidence that describes the feature, explains its importance, or for what it known.  One way to 

think about this is that students are being asked to learn about this physical feature so why do they think they need to learn 

about the feature. Their response should be at least 2 paragraphs. 

GSE Standards and 

Elements 

SS6G1 Locate selected features of Latin America.  

a. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map: Amazon River, Amazon Rainforest, 

Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Panama Canal, Andes 

Mountains, Sierra Madre Mountains, and Atacama Desert.  

b. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map the countries of Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 

Cuba, Mexico, and Panama.  

Literacy Standards 

 

Reading Skills 

L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 

other information in print and digital texts. 

Writing Skills 

L6-8WHST4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
L6-8WHST7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 

several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

L6-8WHST9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.  
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Connection to Social 

Studies Matrices 

(information processing 

and/or map and globe 

skills) 

Map and Globe Skills 

6. use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and 

economic maps. 

7. use a map to explain impact of geography on historical and current events. 

8. draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps 

10. compare maps of the same place at different points in time and from different perspectives to 

determine changes, identify trends, and generalize about human activities. 

11. compare maps with data sets (charts, tables, graphs) and /or readings to draw conclusions and make 

generalizations. 

Information Processing Skills 
6. identify and use primary and secondary sources. 

11. Draw conclusions and make generalizations. 

Enduring 

Understanding(s) 

Location: The student will understand that location affects a societyôs economy, culture, and development.  
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https://www.ilibrarian.net/flagmaps/south_america.jpg 

 

Appendix A 
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http://www.maps-world.net/central-america.htm 

 

Appendix B 
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http://jeffreycollins.us/south-america-map-blank/south-america-map-blank-lovely-south-america-physical-features-map-blank-volgogradnews-

me-in/ 

 

  

Appendix C 
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Physical Feature Pyramid 

In each block of the pyramid there is a part of speech.  You must select a word for that part of speech and provide evidence for your word choice.  

You must have a balance of evidence that describes the feature, explains its importance, or for what it is known.  One way to think about this is 

that you are being asked to learn about this physical feature so why do you think you needed to learn about the feature. 

 

 

 

  

adjective adjective adjective adjective 

noun noun noun 

verb verb 

I am  

(write the name of your 

physical feature) 

 

Appendix D 
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http://www.selventhiran.com/empty-latin-america-map/south-america-map-no-labels-rip4l-awesome-blank-central-for-of-with-empty-latin-

america-map/ 

  
Appendix E 

http://www.selventhiran.com/empty-latin-america-map/south-america-map-no-labels-rip4l-awesome-blank-central-for-of-with-empty-latin-america-map/
http://www.selventhiran.com/empty-latin-america-map/south-america-map-no-labels-rip4l-awesome-blank-central-for-of-with-empty-latin-america-map/
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http://www.selventhiran.com/empty-latin-america-map/map-of-south-america-countries-for-empty-latin-america-map/ 

  
Appendix F 

http://www.selventhiran.com/empty-latin-america-map/map-of-south-america-countries-for-empty-latin-america-map/
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http://www.freeworldmaps.net/caribbean/ 

 

  

Appendix G 

http://www.freeworldmaps.net/caribbean/
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http://www.freeworldmaps.net/southamerica/political.html 

 

 

Appendix H 

http://www.freeworldmaps.net/southamerica/political.html
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Sample Instructional Activities/Assessments 

How can there be a balance between development and damage to the environment? 

The link below is to a lab on the sixth-grade resource page.  Teachers can choose to do the complete lab or select resources and 

activities from the lab.   

 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-6th-Grade-Environmental-Issues-Latin-America-

Social-Studies-Lab.pdf  

GSE Standards and 

Elements 

SS6G2 Explain the impact of environmental issues in Latin America.  

a. Explain the causes and effects of air pollution in Mexico City, Mexico.  
b. Explain the environmental issue of destruction of the rain forest in Brazil.  

 

Literacy Standards 

 

Reading Skills 

Writing Skills 

 

Connection to Social 

Studies Matrices 

(information processing 

and/or map and globe 

skills) 

Map and Globe Skills 

Information Processing Skills 

 

Enduring 

Understanding(s) 

 

 

 

  

See lab 

See lab 

See lab 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-6th-Grade-Environmental-Issues-Latin-America-Social-Studies-Lab.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-6th-Grade-Environmental-Issues-Latin-America-Social-Studies-Lab.pdf
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Sample Instructional Activities/Assessments 

Why does location matter? 

Where do people live? 

For the countries of Mexico and Brazil, give students the set of maps and population chart. (Appendix I ï R). NOTE:  If you do not 

want to print colored copies of the maps, you can use the source set PowerPoint and display maps.  Also, if you have a class set of 

atlases you could use maps from the atlas. 

1.  Have them analyze the maps to determine the areas that are more heavily populated and least populated.  Have students 

complete the graphic organizer.  (Appendix S) 

2. Summary: Have students answer the essential question, Why does location matter? with an emphasis on the supporting 

question, How does location affect where people live?. 

Trade 

Students will use the same maps from Where do people live? to complete the trade portion of this lesson.  Directions are listed in 

Appendix T.  The organizer to record their analysis is Appendix U. 

NOTE:  The extra information for step 5 of the direction is located in Appendix V ï X. 

GSE Standards and 

Elements 

SS6G3 Explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and population 

distribution on Latin America.  

a. Explain how the location, climate, and distribution of natural resources impact trade and affect 

where people live in Mexico, Brazil, and Cuba.  

Literacy Standards 

 

Reading Skills 

L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 

other information in print and digital texts. 

Writing Skills 

L6-8WHST4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
L6-8WHST7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 

several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

L6-8WHST9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.  
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Connection to Social 

Studies Matrices 

(information processing 

and/or map and globe 

skills) 

Map and Globe Skills 

6. use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and 

economic maps. 

7. use a map to explain impact of geography on historical and current events. 

8. draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps 

10. compare maps of the same place at different points in time and from different perspectives to 

determine changes, identify trends, and generalize about human activities. 

11. compare maps with data sets (charts, tables, graphs) and /or readings to draw conclusions and make 

generalizations. 

Information Processing Skills 
6. identify and use primary and secondary sources. 

11. Draw conclusions and make generalizations. 

Enduring 

Understanding(s) 

Location: The student will understand that location affects a societyôs economy, culture, and development.  
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https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/americas/brazil_econ_1977.jpg 

Brazil Economic Activity  Appendix I 

https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/americas/brazil_econ_1977.jpg
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https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/americas/brazil_temp_1977.jpg 

 

Brazil Climate Map 
Appendix J 

https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/americas/brazil_temp_1977.jpg

